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	Caixa de texto 1_4: [1] The purpose of this course is to provide students with an opportunity to critically explore the theoretical perspectives on the role of law in shaping relationships between individuals and groups as well as relations between state and society. 
The students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the nature of law, discuss various theories that define law, examine the nature of law as a tool for shaping society and think critically about the role of law in society. 

[2] The content of the course encompasses the following: basic introduction to legal studies; sources of law; the structure and function of legal institutions; the process of law-making; the role of law in society; theoretical perspectives concerning the role of law in shaping relationships between individuals and groups as well as relations between the state and society; the ways in which the law may be manipulated to serve particular societal interests; whether law should be considered an effective or desirable method of achieving social change.

The course addresses the following topics in 4 hours long classes in a week (lecture and individual work). Conceptualization of law. Types of law. Major legal systems. Functions and dysfunctions of law. Theoretical perspectives. Law-making: perspectives, legislation, administrative law-making, judicial law-making, influences on the law-making process; sources of impetus for law. Law and social control: informal social control, formal social control (role of criminal law and justice, sentencing and punishments, prevention and rehabilitation), crimes without victims (drug, prostitution, gambling), white collar crime; social control of dissent; administrative law and social control. Law and social change: reciprocity between law and social change, social change as causes of legal changes, law as an instruments of social change, advantages and limitations of law in creating social change, and resistance to changes. Law and dispute resolution: methods, courts and litigants, dispute between individuals, individuals and organizations, individuals and state. 

[3] The mode of delivery includes lectures, discovery learning, problem-based learning, group-based learning (if possible), and independent studies. Students are exposed to dominant theoretical perspectives and sociological methods used to explain the interplay between law and society. Students will be referred to minimum reading (and listening) materials and will be expected to read (listen) them and elaborate on the Critically Thinking Questions (CTQs) within their respective group/individually before each class. In the class, they are invited to present their arguments highlighting all possible aspects of the issue. 

[4]Assessment criteria are as follows: demonstrated comprehension of minimum reading material and other reading material (extensive reading); ability to argue; an ability to appreciate all sides of the debate before concluding; clarity of expression; an orderly flow of thoughts and proper use of formal English.
Exam: paper submission: 60%. It consists of i) Presentation of the answer to the CTQ in class (slides; 20%), and submission of the finalized paper based on the discussion (approx. 3000 words 40%). Papers should be sent to drinoczi.timea@gmail.com or dropped of in the common folder (to be discussed) by 11/11/2024.
Participation: 40% 
Total: 100%


	Caixa de texto 1_5: 05/08/2024

Introduction; Introductory questions and answers session

12/08/2024

Lecture: Conceptualization of law. Types of law. Major legal systems. Functions and dysfunctions of law 

Activity for next week: 
- Students do individual reading and prepare the presentation on the answer to CTQ1.
- CTQ1: 
1.1. D Black, Vago and Nelson claim that certain kind of discrimination is inherent in law itself. Consider the case when a black person is convicted of killing a white person in America. The risk of capital punishment far exceeds every other racial combination. Do you think the statement of D Black, Vago and Nelson is true? Is a certain kind of discrimination inherent in law? Should not the law be neutral and applicable for all? 
1.2 For R Vatz, the law is nothing else than religious faith; the law as an order, rational in composition and sure in its execution is a myth. Do you agree with this statement? If the law is a myth, how can we rely on it, how can social relations be regulated and conflicts be resolved? But if the law is not rational, because certain kind of discrimination inherent in it, why do we need it?
1.3. You decide case from Chapter 1 Introduction to law and society, https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-assets/86864_book_item_86864.pdf 39-40
1.4. You decide case from Chapter 1 Introduction to law and society, https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-assets/86864_book_item_86864.pdf 40-41
- Literature for CTQ1: Slides; Steven Vago and Steven E Barkan. Law and Society, Routledge 2017, 4-24.

19/08/2024

CTQ session: discussion


26/08/2024

Lecture: Theoretical perspective: theories of law and society, current intellectual movements in law and society 

Activity for next week: 
- Students do individual reading and prepare the presentation on the answer to CTQ2.
- CTQ2: 
2.1. Using the theories just discussed, present all sides of the debate when formulating your opinion on one of the following statements: 
- Society does not need supervision because it would endanger the free will of people and free functioning of the market and contractual relations. 
- Punishment for crimes should follow lex talionis. 
- Formal rules shall always be followed regardless of the moral of the person.
2.2. Some are of the opinion that the law has helped to end racism, others are rather sceptic about it and make their case that the law indeed contributed to racism. One can also say that even if the law itself seems to be neutral it yet fortifies racial injustice, discrimination, and exclusion. The reason is that individual (private) prejudices are also produced and reproduced by laws, rules, and practices, sanctioned and even implemented by various levels of government, and embedded in the economic system as well as in cultural and societal norms. Which of these opinions could you agree and disagree and why? How would you address structural racism? 
- Literature for the CTQ: Slides; Steven Vago and Steven E Barkan, Law and Society, Routledge 2017, 31-58; Isabel Wilkerson, America’s enduring caste system https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/01/magazine/isabel-wilkerson-caste.html; Mariana Valverde, Kamari Clarke, Eve Darian-Smith, Prabha Kotiswaran, eds, Routledge Handbook of Law and Society, Part I (Perspectives and approaches), Routledge 2021, 9-66 (sections of interest)


02/09/2024

CTQ session: discussion



09/09/2024
Lecture: Lawmaking

Activity for next week: 
- Students do individual reading and prepare the presentation on the answer to CTQ3.
- CTQ3: 
3.1. Discuss the issue of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) from various perspectives. How should democratic societies respond to incidents of culture-clash? How should democratic countries respond to the tension that may exist between rights and the protection of vulnerable persons – or of culture, values, and/or personal interest? 
3.2. Would you agree or rather disagree with the following statement? Please justify your position with sociological and legal arguments. “It is best to leave the legislative power to legislate alone in the most important aspects of social life because MPs are the elected representatives of the people and they should not be unduly influenced by others, such as NGOs, interest groups or lobbyists.” 
3.3. Some are of the opinion that the law has helped to promote the human rights, equality, advancement and respect of women, others are rather sceptic about it and make their case that the law and its implementation have not done yet enough. Which of these opinions could you agree and disagree and why? If you rather disagree with the above statement: which are particularly the challenges that a Brazilian woman must face when want to be considered and felt to be equal, legally and in her opportunities, with a man? In your mind, these issues could be addressed?
- Literature: Slides, Steven Vago and Steven E Barkan. Law and Society, Routledge 2017, 102-127; Tímea Drinóczi, Concept of quality in legislation – revisited: matter of perspective and a general overview. 3 Statute Law Review 2015, 36: 211-227; Anna Prusa and Lara Picanço, eds, Status of Women in Brazil 2019, Brazil Institute | Wilson CenterWashington, DC, 2019, 
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/publication/status_of_women_in_brazil_2019_final.pdf; https://www.equalitynow.org/fgmc_in_the_americas; 
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/female-genital-mutilation/, Mariana Valverde, Kamari Clarke, Eve Darian-Smith, Prabha Kotiswaran, eds, Routledge Handbook of Law and Society, Part I (Perspectives and approaches), Routledge 2021, 9-66 (sections of interest)



16/09/2024

CTQ session: discussion


23/09/2024
Lecture: Law and social control

Activity for next week: 
- Students do individual reading and prepare the presentation on the answer to CTQ4.
- CTQ4: 
4.1. Some maintain that “rights” only work in those situations where individuals are in a position to press for them and that, in other cases, the granting of formal rights merely provides for the semblance of justice. Discuss this charge with reference to diversity in society, LGBT persons, women, or the differently-abled.
4.2. Some maintain that pornography incites men to commit sexual and non-sexual violence against women even if evidence for a causal link between exposure to and use of pornography and sexual violence remains inconclusive. Yet, movements to ban pornography have recently intensified in reaction to cyberporn, child pornography, and the advent of Internet rape sites in which the pain caused to the victim is a primary selling point. Several pro-family organizations in Canada, the United States, and Britain have also campaigned for the enactment of laws that would suppress the production and availability of pornography. Others, however, oppose censorship and, in particular, the censorship of pornography. It is evident that myriad practical difficulties emerge in attempts to distinguish between “art”, “erotica”, “pornography”, and “obscenity", and, equally, to police the Internet. In addition, within democratic societies, constitutional protections to freedom of expression and privacy may be deemed of superordinate importance. Investigate what the Brazilian Penal Code currently prohibits in relation to “obscenity”. Should such materials be more (or less) strictly controlled? How do the constitutional rights guaranteed by the Constitution affect current determinations of what is, or is not, deemed to be a criminal offense in this regard? 
4.3. White-collar crimes, occupational and corporate crimes, constitute a greater threat to the welfare of society than more traditional kinds of crimes. What are the reasons for this increase and, if you were the law-maker, how would you address this issue.
- Literature: Slides; Steven Vago and Steven E Barkan. Law and Society, Routledge 2017, 133-163, Mariana Valverde, Kamari Clarke, Eve Darian-Smith, Prabha Kotiswaran, eds, Routledge Handbook of Law and Society, Part I (Perspectives and approaches), Routledge 2021, 9-66 (sections of interest)


30/09/2024
CTQ session: discussion



15/04/2024

CTQ session: discussion


	Caixa de texto 1_6: 07/10/2024
Lecture: Law and social change

Activity for next week: 
- Students do individual reading and prepare the presentation on the answer to CTQ5.
- CTQ5: 
5.1. Use the learned theoretical perspectives to argue while answering the following questions: “Would I commit a crime for assisting somebody who is in need?” “If I were the parliament, what would I do with the fact that in my country people are committing serious crimes out of good intent?” “If I were a judge, how would I decide?”
5.2. Examine the editorials in local newspapers. What kinds of changes to the law were proposed? What arguments and types of evidence are used to justify arguments that such change is necessary? If the editorial suggests that Brazil will be ill-served by proposed or pending legislation, what justifications are offered in defense of the status quo?
5.3. Some governments ban critical race theories and gender studies because they claim that these are destructive and reject the fundamental ideas on which the constitutional state is based. Do you rather agree or disagree with this statement?
Literature: Slides, Steven Vago and Steven E Barkan. Law and Society, Routledge 2017, 207-231.


14/10/2024
CTQ session: discussion


21/10/2024

Lecture: Law and dispute resolution
Activity for next week: 
- Students do individual reading and prepare the presentation on the answer to CTQ6.
- CTQ6: 
6.1. Use the learned theoretical perspectives to argue while answering the following Many oppose to giving any religious groups the right to use faith-based arbitration to settle family disputes. Do you support or oppose this view? Is faith-based arbitration more likely to privilege men and disadvantage women than other forms of ADR?
6.2. Grievance policies provide a mechanism for students to challenge a decision of a university authority or the action of a university member that they believe has been unreasonable, unjust, or unfair. However, it is evident, that not all students who perceive that they have been unfairly treated will initiate a grievance or appeal. What factors might limit the effectiveness of student grievance policies and make them more rhetorically appealing than practically potent? 
- Literature: Slides, Video; Steven Vago and Steven E Barkan. Law and Society, Routledge 2017, 173-200.

28/10/2024 

CTQ session: discussion

04/11/2024

Consultation for finalization of the paper 

11/11/2024

Submission of the finalized the paper 

	Caixa de texto 1_7: Core reading materials for the course: 
- Steven Vago and Steven E Barkan. Law and Society, Routledge 2017
- Mariana Valverde, Kamari Clarke, Eve Darian-Smith, Prabha Kotiswaran, eds, Routledge Handbook of Law and Society, Part I (Perspectives and approaches), Routledge 2021, Part I, pp. 9-66-
Essential reading for the CTQ sessions: 
- Isabel Wilkerson, America’s enduring caste system https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/01/magazine/isabel-wilkerson-caste.html 
- Anna Prusa and Lara Picanço, eds, Status of Women in Brazil 2019, Brazil Institute | Wilson CenterWashington, DC, 2019, https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/publication/status_of_women_in_brazil_2019_final.pdf
- Tímea Drinóczi, Concept of quality in legislation – revisited: matter of perspective and a general overview. 3 Statute Law Review 2015, 36: 211-227
- https://www.equalitynow.org/fgmc_in_the_americas;
- https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/female-genital-mutilation/

	Caixa de texto 1_8: Additional reading 
- Max Travers, Understanding Law and Society, Routledge 2010.
- Sharyn L Roach Anleu, Law and Social Change, SAGE (second edition), 2010. 




